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Livy:	Bio
	Name..  __________________________			Born: _____________   Died:_____________
	Occupation: ____________________			Birthplace: ________________________

Education.______________________________________________________________________

Life’s greatest accomplishment: _________________________________________________________________
       Describe:  ______________________________________________________________________________
		_______________________________________________________________________________
		_______________________________________________________________________________
		_______________________________________________________________________________

His presentation of History:..____________________________________________________________________
				     _________________________________________________________________
	His “accuracy”: 	___________________________________________________________________
				___________________________________________________________________
	His popularity:	 ___________________________________________________________________
				___________________________________________________________________

History. Histories and Historians:
Summarize the “historians should tell the truth” argument:
	_____________________________________________________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________________________________

What are 4 reasons why “the individual mind of the historian” will lead to a “biased” retelling of history:
	_____________________________________________________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________________________________

What comment does. J. M. Williams make about the intellectual focus of historians in our age vis-à-vis the “Great Men” theory of history.
	_____________________________________________________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________________

List some varieties of “academic specialists” who have narrowed the refined analytical approach to studying and 
writing history:  Because of these specialists, Williams claims that “it is no longer so easy for a single person to be 
the broadly based general researcher who might have understood an entire age.”  Provide details from the same 
paragraph:
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
· . __________________________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
According to Williams, what is the prime reason that “historians create a past”?
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________

How is mythology like history?
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________

According to Williams, what is the most common reason most of us would give for writing about the past?
       _____________________________________________________________________________________

What was Santayana’s maxim? ___________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________

If we are to learn from the past, what must the historian do to make the past relevant to the present?
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do the “values of his time” cause a historian to “take a position” when writing history?
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________

In the concluding paragraph, what is William’s final statement about the historian’s presentation of the “truth”?
· __________________________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________________________
       ______________________________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________________________
       ______________________________________________________________________________________



LIVY”S PREFACE TO HISTORY:
In his Preface to History, Livy condemns the moral standards of his own (Augustan) age. According to Will Durant, what were some dismal historical realities which darkened the moral standards of the Augustan age?

1. _____________________________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________________________________
4. _____________________________________________________________________________________
5. _____________________________________________________________________________________
6. _____________________________________________________________________________________
7. _____________________________________________________________________________________
8. _____________________________________________________________________________________
9. _____________________________________________________________________________________
10. _____________________________________________________________________________________
11. _____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
12 ____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
13 _____________________________________________________________________________________
14 _____________________________________________________________________________________
15 _____________________________________________________________________________________
16 _____________________________________________________________________________________
17 _____________________________________________________________________________________
18 _____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
19 _____________________________________________________________________________________
a) ________________________________________________________________________
b) ________________________________________________________________________
c) ________________________________________________________________________
d) ________________________________________________________________________
e) ________________________________________________________________________

Augustus could not conceive a strong Rome without the ________________________, ____________________,
	And ____________________________ that marked the old Roman 

According to Livy’s preface to History, what are two different hopes that new historians have when undertaking the task of writing history:
To come closer to  _________________________________________________________________
OR to  ________________________________________________________________

-Why does Livy claim that “it is one of the rewards of my labors” to write about the early days of Rome, even 
though the reader will prefer to read about the recent history of the “greatest nation on earth”?
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________

According to Livy, what is the prime virtue of reading historical poetry of the “good old days”? What might the reader examine after reading his history, and to what end?
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       ____________________________________________________________________________________

According to Livy, if the good old days have made us the greatest nation on earth, what are some social elements 
“in recent years” which in Livy’s opinion are tearing all that down?
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________

Explain the Latin term BONA EXEMPLA:
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________

Pietas		       _________________________________________________________________________
Dignitas	       _________________________________________________________________________
Veritas		       _________________________________________________________________________
Fides		       _________________________________________________________________________
Religio		       _________________________________________________________________________
Disciplina	       _________________________________________________________________________
Constantia	       _________________________________________________________________________
Gravitas	       _________________________________________________________________________
Clementia	       _________________________________________________________________________
Virtus		       _________________________________________________________________________

What are Imaginative reconstructions?
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________

What are some concluding comments about Livy’s particular presentation of history:
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
       _____________________________________________________________________________________
.
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*Livy’s preface to History

	What success may attend my effort to record the history of the Roman people from the founding of the city, I do not know, and even if I knew I should hardly presume to say.  For it is a subject not only old but familiar to everyone.  Time and again new writers undertake the task with the hope that they can come closer to the truth in their record of events or can surpass their predecessors in their style of writing.
	Whatever my success it will be a satisfaction to have contributed, in what measure I can, to the making of a lasting effort of the achievements of the greatest nation on Earth.  If in so vast a company of writers I fail to win conspicuous fame, I shall be consoled by the brilliance of the names which outshine my own.  It is in truth a tremendous undertaking to recount the history of a state that has been in existence for more than 700 years, which has expanded from small beginnings to the point where now it staggers under its own weight.
	Most of my readers, no doubt, will take little pleasure in the tales of the founding of the city and the earlier years of its history.  They will hasten on to the events in recent years, when the energies of the nation, now long established as supreme in the world, have been turned upon its own destruction.  To me on the contrary, it is one of the rewards of my labors to turn away for a little while from the multitude of evils our own age has witnessed, and to give my whole mind to those earlier times, released from every care or consideration by which the historian’s mind might be troubled or distracted, if not deflected from the pursuit of truth.
	The legends which cluster about the founding of the city are of the stuff of poetry rather than sober history.  They shall be neither vouched for nor discredited in these pages.  For it is a privilege granted to antiquity to add luster to humble origins by mingling tales of divine miracles with the record of the deeds of men.  To the Romans, if to any people, must be accorded the right to hallow the memory of their earliest years by attributing their origin to the gods.  Their glory in war surely justifies the claim that Mars was their father and founder, and the nations of the Earth should allow that claim no less willingly than they have accepted Roman dominion.
	Such questions as these, whatever judgment may be made of them, I hold to be of no great moment.  But to this let the reader give his mind.  Let him learn what way of life, what forms of government, what manner of men, what arts of statecraft and warfare have brought this empire into being and caused it to increase.  Then let him note how, as discipline has been relaxed little by little, morals have conformed to lower standards.  Let him observe how succeeding generations have declined more and more until we have plunged headlong into the dilemma of our own times, where we can endure neither our ills nor the remedy for them.  
	This I hold to be the chief value and reward of history, to have examples of all kinds set forth in an illustrious record, from which you may choose what is worthy of imitation in public and private life, and what is to be shunned as wrong in inception and ruinous in outcome.
	Finally, if the love of the task I have undertaken does not blind me, there has never been a nation that is greater and more worthy of veneration, or richer in examples worth imitating.  There has never been a state in which the inroads of greed and extravagance have been so long resisted, or in which poverty and frugality have been held in such high regard.  While our possessions were limited, our desires were moderate.  But in recent years vast wealth has created greed for material things, and an overflowing abundance of pleasures has given rise to an evil will to destroy and to court destruction.  But such laments, unwelcome even when they are unavoidable, should be banished at least from the beginning of such a mighty tale.  I should prefer to set out under happy auspices and, if historians were accustomed to follow the tradition of the poets, to offer a prayer to the gods and goddesses to grant prosperous issue to the work which is now at its beginning.


Livy’s Function of History:
	BONA EXEMPLA  teach those lessons of History by which his contemporary readers may profit;
	History is an art, not a science; to make heroes come alive, use “imaginative reconstructions” of 
feelings, reflections, motives, hopes, fears, speeches, etc.
	Presentation of history is balanced, reasonable, selection of material shows good judgment and sense
	Most ancient historians wrote annals
	Criticized by 20th century historians
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